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FOREWORD

The proceedings, The Multifaceted Dimensions of English Linguistics, Literature and Education, are 

the selected papers that were presented in the 2nd English Linguistics, Literature and Education 

(ELITE) International Conference in Indonesia conducted at the State Islamic College of Palangka 

Raya, Central Kalimantan, on 10 -11 October 2014. The title of the proceedings was taken from 

the theme of the International Conference.

The conference was organized by English Education Study Program of the State Islamic 

College of Palangka Raya in cooperation with the Association of Teachers of English Linguistics, 

Literature and Education (ELITE) in Indonesia. English Linguistics, Literature and Education is a 

discussion forum that researchers,  practitioners (lecturers, teachers and instructors) and teachers 

can expose their ideas, researches and products on language teaching of English Linguistics, 

Literature and Education. One of the annual activities is international conference which is 

aimed at testing out ideas and perspectives of all researchers, practitioners (lecturers, teachers, 

instructors) with intellectual bearings that can be different one another and to share a similar 

frames of reference. This conference is objected to bring together a broader spectrum of scholars 

to have an intellectual conversation.

for the practitioners (lecturers, teachers and instructors) participating in the conference. Also, it 

is hoped that this proceedings will be useful for those who are interested in the development of 

their knowledge in language teaching of English Linguistics, Literature and Education.

The appreciation is addressed to the organization of the conference and the publication of the 

proceedings. First, it is addressed to the Chairman of State Islamic College of Palangka Raya (Dr. 

Ibnu Elmi A.S. Pelu, SH., MH) as well as the President of ELITE (Dr. Hj. Like Raskova O., M.Ed). 

The gratitude is also addressed to the plenary speakers of the conference, Prof. Rodney H Jones 

(City University of Hongkong, Hongkong), Prof. Peter Mickan (Adelaide University, Australia), 

Prof. Joko Nurkamto, M. Pd (Sebelas Maret State University), and Handoyo Puji Widodo, S. Pd., 

Postgrad. Dipl. Appl. Ling,. MA (University of Adelaide, South Australia). Finally, the deepest 

thanks go to the members of the organizing committee, and all lecturers and students of English 

Education Study Program of the State Islamic College of Palangka Raya who gave their attention 

and time for the success of the international conference.

 Palangka Raya, 26 December 2014

 Editors
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Wetland and Ecological Education in English Teaching 

 

Moh, Yamin, Atiek Winarti, and Sarbaini 

Lambung Mangkurat University Banjarmasin, Indonesia 

yaminmoh@yahoo.com 

 

Abstract: English so far becomes the main instrument in communication. It also delivers 

other things relating to ecological ones. Ecological education recently becomes the main 

issue because of rubbish and flood. Teaching ecological education in English teaching 

should be made as one of manifestation that language does not only talk about the 

language itself. It means that language actually attends to communicate anything new 

relating to life. Here it is about ecology. The reality so far illustrates that not many 

teachers in school teach ecological education. That thing is seperated from language 

teaching, including English. Based on the assumption, it is important and necessary to 

teach ecological education based on English teaching. There are several main points that 

should be paid attention. Those are the teachers’ capacity in using all phonemena 

relating to ecology to be inserted in language teaching. Teachers are required to 

ascertain what phonemena are. Banjarmasin as one of wetland city in South Kalimantan 

Province can be taken as material in language teaching. All things relating Banjarmasin 

as wetland city can and should be considered. Banjarmasin sorrounded by many rivers 

is one of the uniqueness itself.  Using English to all components in wetland is the 

richness itself. When the language teaching is full and rich of new vocabularies, it can 

be new challenge for teaching, teacher, and the learner. Usually, the interestedness will 

appear when there is the new nuance. The learners are interested and curious in that. 

The approach and method in teaching certainly must be created in an interesting manner 

and creatively so that the learners are involved actively in that activity.  

 

Key Words: Teaching, English, and Ecological Education, and Wetland 

 

Introduction 

Education is to build the prophetic and critical self-awareness relating to issues in the 

life around us and this is called the substantive meaning of character education (Amin, 2005: 

107-108, Hamzah B. Uno, 2007, and Doni Koesoema A, 2007). Education aims to create a 

new consciousness of the importance to make glue the familiarity the environment. 

Banjarmasin as the area known as wetland because of being surrounded by the river would 

need to get a very high attention and concern of us all. That is referred to the city of a 

thousand rivers because everywhere Banjarmasin is filled with river flow. The house where 

the people of Banjarmasin stay are above water stream.  

According to the data, the number of rivers that crisscross Banjarmasin is around 400 

and now is only 108 rivers. That number will certainly continue to be reduced if the 

government is not serious about saving the river. Some authoritative sources say that the level 

of environmental degradation of the river in Banjarmasin is classified very serious and this 

happens because of silting and the great narrowing of the river so that the body is like the 



ditch or gutter. It turns out that another factor is that many rivers have been turned into land 

and on it there are shop buildings. In Banjarmasin, there is also a medium-sized river (the 

width is over 25 m to 500 m), such as Sungai Andai, Sungai Duyung, Sungai Kuin, and 

Sungai Awang. The small river (the width is less than 25 m) is around 77 rivers and among 

them is Sungai Guring, Sungai Keramat, Sungai Kuripan, dan Sungai Tatas.  

Based on the data in which many rivers are in the worst condition, it becomes important 

to keep them. Education is one of the way. It means that any students who learn in any level 

of education from elementary school, junior high school, and senior high school should get 

the subject ecological education. Banjarmasin as the wetland area should be introduced to 

students. When talking about Banjarmasin as the wetland, it also relates to Banjarmasin as the 

city of one thousand rivers. That is why, wetland and ecological education are the two things 

that are important for the students to learn. Discussing wetland and ecological education in 

English teaching is the continuation of keeping Banjarmasin as the city of one thousand 

rivers. This article discusses the English teaching for wetland and ecological education in 

Banjarmasin. The subject is the students in junior high school near the river. This is the report 

of research that is done in SMPN 4, SMPN 5, dan SMPN 17 Banjarmasin in which the school 

positions are near the river. The research problem here is the model of teaching English to 

create the students’ awareness in wetland area.  

 

Review of Related Literature  

Teaching English 

What is teaching? That is the first question that should be discussed before further 

talking about teaching English. Teaching is a means to an end – a complex of activities, 

strategies, mechanism, invitations, stimuli, and rhetorical ploys designed to help students 

learn and to become better learners (Chambers & Gregory, 2006: 40). It indicates that the 

teachers should do that in order to make the students understand and achieve what the goal of 

teaching should be based on. Teaching means that the process of trasfering the knowledge 

from the teacher to students is the thing that should be happening. Teaching, of course, will 

happen when there is teacher and student. There is no teaching if there is no teacher and 

students. In odd perspective, teaching is the activity in which the teacher dilivers material for 

the students. What will be taught by teacher in the classroom is the other thing that the teacher 

pays attention very much. English here is the material the teacher should prepare. Therefore, 

teaching English to the students, especially for foreign students is to be designed in good 

manner. What material, strategy, method, and evaluation should be used here become the 



important ones. Teaching language, especially English is different from teaching Sociology, 

and so forth. Teaching English language needs the specific skill how to make the students 

active and take part actively in learning. That should be well considered. Teaching English 

should take the students in the real activities in which they learn to use language as the way of 

communication. By partaking actively, it makes the students understand how to use English. 

It means that language is not only the one that should be learnt, but how it is used. The other 

thing is that learning language can be done when the students use it in talking about anything. 

This is called Experiential Language Teaching (ELT). 

ELT means a subject is learned best if students are involved in concrete, hands-on 

experiences with the subject. The American educator John Dewey said that students will learn 

better if they use the language as opposed to being passive receptors of artificial language. 

The students will be able to analyze and discover their own information about the topic and 

language use as they are involved with tasks or projects (Norland and Pruett-Said, 2006: 25). 

Here are the strategies used in ELT: 

1. The teacher identifies a task or activity that will help students learn the 

language needed in their particular context. 

2. The teacher plans how the task should be implemented including any 

necessary language items that may need to be introduced or reviewed for the 

students to perform the task or activity. 

3. The teacher explains the task to the students. 

4. The students discuss the task and identify their roles. 

5. The students do their task or activity. 

6. The students perform or demonstrate what they have learned or accomplished.  

 

Wetland 

 Supriatna (2008: 333) says that wetland is marshy, brackish, peat or natural or 

artificial waters, which covers stagnant or flowing water permanently or temporarily by 

freshwater or salty water, including areas of marine water with the depth of which includes 

fringe streams or parts of the deep ocean waters more than six meters at low tide and that is in 

wetland area. Campbell and Jane (2004: 283) also say that wetland stores water, which can 

reduce the flooding in the lands around, filter pollutants, and sustain the life of various 

organisms. In wetland International (2003), wetland is a transition area between the terrestrial 

environment with aquatic environments where flooded or saturated soil water led to the 

development of a typical vegetation. In coastal wetlands, mangrove forest area is a factor that 



determines the existence and function of wetlands. Wetland ecosystem changes with human 

activities and natural processes. In addition, wetland is also a vital habitat for water 

invertebrates, fish, and birds. Wetland is also useful for flood control, drinking water, and 

power source. Although many wetland species are widespread, some water systems are 

known to have high endemism.  

 

Ecological Education 

Education means to educate. To educate here is the activity what the teacher does to 

his students. What the students do is usually called learning. Mezirow in Peter Jarvis (2004: 

134) states that learning should be in transformative manner. In transformative condition, 

everyone has the constructions of reality which are dependent on reinforcement from various 

sources in the socio-cultural world. He calls these constructions of reality ‘perspectives’ and 

notes that they are transformed when individuals’ perspectives are not in harmony with their 

experience. Here are the phases how an individual learns to achieve the goal: 

1. Reflectivity: awareness of specific perception, meaning, behaviour. 

2. Affective reflectivity: awareness of how the individual feels about what 

is being perceived, thought or acted upon. 

3. Discriminant reflectivity: assessing the efficacy of perception, etc. 

4. Judgemental reflectivity: making and becoming aware of the value of 

judgements made. 

5. Conceptual reflectivity: assessing the extent to which the concepts 

employed are adequate for the judgement. 

6. Psychic reflectivity: recognition of the habit of making percipient 

judgements on the basis of limited information. 

7. Theoretical reflectivity: awareness of why one set of perspectives is 

more or less adequate to explain personal experience.  

Based on the the concept of learning what Mezirow said, it is important to correlate 

education with the environment that talks about ecology. Environmentalism is emerging as 

the organizing principle of societies and it comes out in the twenty-first century. The premise 

is that the integrity of the natural environment is not one issue among many, but as noted 

earlier, the comprehensive frame for all other issues. The societies are to be organized on the 

principle of Earth wellbeing because all life, including human life, depending upon the 

maintenance and restoration of the Earth’s life-support processes and services. Humans are to 



be living within the opportunities and limits of their local biophysical region, that is, the 

region that is typically determined by its watershed (Verhagen, 2004: 58).   

 

Research Method 

This research is qualitative approach with descriptive method aiming to obtain data 

relating to the students’ knowledge about wetland and ecological education using English as 

the medium (Fraenkel & Wallen, 2006). This research tried to describe how the students think 

and act in wetland area using English as the medium of instruction and learning to create the 

ecological awareness in Banjarmasin as wetland area. The technique used for collecting the 

data is questionaire and interview. SMPN 4, SMPN 5, and SMPN 17 near the river became 

the subject of research. The technique of analysis is based on the content analysis. 

 

Finding and Discussion  

 

Figure 1. To love river means to keep the river 

River for the students is the place in which the majority people live. Giving the 

protection and keeping it from the rubbish and the like is the necessity. River means the life 

water in which the people in Banjarmasin should survive. It means that Banjarmasin as the 

wetland area and river is one of the identity should be well maintained. Therefore, keeping the 

river is the same as loving the river or to love the river means to keep the river. Loving 

relating to river is the expression how to care for it. To love means people in Banjarmasin 

should be able to partake in keeping the river. By keeping the river, people in Banjarmasin 

have the high caring to their nature. In the students’ perception, river is the identity for 

Banjarmasin so that maintaining the existence of river is the must. The other important of 

keeping river is for the ecosystem. The data from the students’ respond state that 67.11 per 



cent of the students agree very much for loving river by keeping it, and 32.89 percent is agree. 

It means that the students actually have the positive point of view about the importance of 

keeping the river.  

 

Figure 2. To keep the river means to clean the river from the dash 

In keeping the river, the students have their own way relating to how to keep the river. 

Coming to the river by cleaning it is the best way because the students will have the new 

paradigm what river and clean river are. The importance of keeping the river means that it is 

nesessary for the students to get the meaningful about the importance of clean river. The 

respondents of 69.33 per cent tell agreeing very much for keeping the river by cleaning it 

from the dash. 28.44 percent agree to keep the river by cleaning the river from the dash, and 

0.44 says disagrees; 1.78 disagree very much. Surely, what has been described from the figure 

2 illustrates that majority of the student agree that keeping the river is the same as cleaning 

the river from the dash. 

 

Figure 3. Ecological education integrated in subject to maintain Banjarmasin 

as the city of one thousand rivers 



It is important to insert the ecological education in the definite subject in order to 

introduce Banjarmasin as the city of one thousand rivers to the students. Although in the first 

time, the students do not get the key word about Banjarmasin as the city of thousand river, 

minimally they have known that Banjarmasin is sorrounded by many rivers. That is the first 

step that should be done in promoting Banjarmasin as the city of one thousand rivers. 

Admittedly or not, not many students know that Banjarmasin is well-known as the the city of 

one thousand rivers. Based on the consideration, the respondents of 56.89 per cent agree that 

ecological education should be integrated in subject to maintain Banjarmasin as the city of 

one thousand rivers, and 42.22 per cent say agree about ecological education integrated in 

subject.  

 

Figure 4. The importance for the students to come to river full of dash to create 

ecological love and awareness 

Those who come to the river full of dash usually will have the new awareness about 

the importance of clean environment. The bad environment will give the new thing about how 

to keep the environment clean when the students can obtain the meaningful learning after 

visiting the river. Principally, there will be the new different view what the students have 

psychologically. Therefore, the respondents of 40.48 per cent agree very much when the 

students visit the river full of dash for creating the ecological lover and awareness, and 49.33 

per cent agree. The rest is disagree (8 per cent) and disagree very much (1.78 per cent). 

Shortly, the students actually consider that visiting the river full of dash induces ecological 

love and awareness.  

 

The Strategy in Teaching English in Wetland 

The objective of teaching English in wetland is for ecological education. It is 

necessary to involve the students in learning activity for wetland. Involving the students 



means that they learn anything from the real life. They can feel and undergo what happen in 

the life and sorrounding. Involving the students in the real life will induce anything new. 

Relating to river as the material that will be learned, it is very necessary when the students 

discuss and learn the river and what makes the river dirty also full of dash. There will be two 

things that can be material, namely text about river and how to keep it clean, also visiting the 

river in Banjarmasin. By doing the two things, it will create the double result from the theory 

to reality. For strategy that should be used in this teaching as Norland and Pruett-Said said 

(2006: 25), here the steps are:   

1. The teacher identifies a task or activity that will help students learn the 

language needed in their particular context. 

2. The teacher plans how the task should be implemented, including any 

necessary language items that may need to be introduced or reviewed for the 

students to perform the task or activity. 

3. The teacher explains the task to the students. 

4. The students discuss the task and identify their roles. 

5. The students do their task or activity. 

6. The students perform or demonstrate what they have learned or accomplished. 

 

Conclusion and Suggestion 

Conclusion 

 Teaching English in wetland area such as Banjarmasin is something unique. The goal 

of teaching English in wetland area does not only relate to how the students learn, but also 

deals with the goal of creating ecological awareness. The final ending of such teaching is for 

ecological education. Therefore, experential teaching language is the right strategy that should 

be used for the region and school near the river. There are two points that can be taken, 

namely English teaching goal and ecological education. In experential teaching language, the 

students are involved to understand what the river is, discuss the function of river for the 

interest of ecosystem, and how to keep clean the river. This is the double point from English 

teaching goal and ecological education.   

 

Suggestion 

 It is very necessary for teachers to teach ecological education for the schools near the 

river and experiantial teaching language becomes the alternative way for teaching learning 

activity. Language here is the way to teach ecological education. Teaching language in such 



model aims for students’ language skills focusing on reading, listening, and speaking to 

achieve ecological awareness.     
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